4~E®, NICER 

[Vp S JUNE Ca 

f | acl Jz & 
QUIS 


| 


. . 
Detective 
: COMIES 


~ THE BOY WONDER - 


OUT OF & BLACK NIGHT COMES THE SINISTER 
SPARKLE OF GEMS WORTH A KING‘S RANSOM. 
TWISTING MEN’S MINDS INTO PATTERNS OF 
GREED AND TREACHERY— AND MURDER.” 
AND ONCE AGAIN BATMAN AND ROBIN 
FLASH INTO ACTION, TRACING A DEAD 
MAN'S CLUE TO AWILO ANO LONELY 
HEADLAND WHERE, WITH THE WIND’S MOAN 
AND THE OCEAN’S ROAR THUNDERING AN 
EERIE OBBLIGATO, THEY DARE FANTASTIC 
PERILS TO EXPLORE THE AMAZING SECRET 


iy, HE CHONS NEST MISTER” 


NIGHT...A CALM SEA... A FurTive ARM EXTENDS | | As THE THROS OF THE SHIP'S PRO- 
ANDO THE LIGHTS OF A THROUGH A PORTHOLE-AND | | PELLER FADES INTO THE DISTANCE, 
TRAMP FREIGHTER, A SMALL LUMINOUS PARCEL 1 A SECOND CRAFT EMERGES 

OFF A ROCKY COAST... 1S TOSSED INTO THE WATER! | | SILENTLY FROM THE DARKNESS... 


¥ SWING, HE Says.! 
AS IF I HADN'T BEEN 
SWINGIN’ THESE OARS 
ALL EVENIN! WHILE 

YOU BEEN TAKIN’ 

ITEASY’ 4 


4 WHADDYA MEAN,\| A TORTUOUS PASSAGE BETWEEN SHARK 
ee ALL / "Mm GETTIN TOOTHED ROCKS LEADS TO A LOW OPENING IN 
Au, S'iCK OF DOIN’ & CLIFF, VISIBLE ONLY AT LOW TIDE 
eae OTHE HEAVY . 
Pas WORK, JORUM! VM GETTIN’ SICK 
ALL YOU GOTTA OF ALL THIS RISK 
(| 00 NOW Is = AND WORRY,’ 


F YOU HAVEN'T GOT \V 
NO NERVE, AT LEAST. 
YOu OUGHT TO APPRECIATE 

THE DOUGH THE BOSS 
IS PAYIN’ YOU G 


AANO EVENTUALLY TO A SPACIOUS 
CAVERN WITH SHAFTS LEADING 
PRETTY (TS A SHAME 
THINK OF IT, NICE, Ex, TO LET RADER 
you May GO ff BEN- WE GOT BOSS? /HAVE THEM FOR 
RIGHT uP’ A RESPECTABLE fb, 7 $50,000 - 
FRONT, AND ear BuT 1 SUPPOSE. 
\ EVERYTHING ! L A BARGAIN 


IS A BARGAIN / 


TWENTY-FOUR HOURS LATER, TWO Sve COLLECT SO 
CAPED FIGURES CROUCH IN THE GRAND, AND GET 
EERIE SHADOWS OF A BLIND ALLEY..- ONLY FIVE TO 
BUT, BATMAN i : : 
WHY DON'T 
WE GO DIRECTLY 


WY BECAUSE HE'S 
TO RADER’S HIDE- 


ONLY 4 FENCE — 


CROOKS WHO ARE 
Gad DOING THE 


J 
CS) SS: 


a | 


AND THAT MEANS 
THEY'RE HEADING 
FOR TROUBLE! 


THEY'RE HEADING 
STRAIGHT FOR RADER'S 
PLACE IN THE LOFTOF Jf} 
THAT OLD CARRIAGE .@ 


LISTEN, RADER, THE BOSS 
NOT AS FINE AS | SAYS SO GRAND-— AND 
I_WAS LED TO / WE'RE GETTING 
THINK / ANO THAT MUCH, 
$50,000 1s 
ALOT OF 
MONE ™% 


F, 


Set) 


SPLIT FOR OuR- 


4 ‘ 
. 


THE BOSS DOES 
THE BRAINWORK,] 
STUPID- AND 
HAG A LOT OF 
OTHER HIRED 
MEN TO PAY, / 


-_ 


RE TELLING , \) 
ME. 


MAKE IT 
AST! [FEEL 
LIKE SOME- 


WHOS THE 


SO YOU WANTN 
TO GO TOTAIL 
THE HARD 


BOSS OF YOUR 
SMUGGLING VLU TALK IF 
GANG AND YOu’LL TURN 
WHERE DOES ME LOOSE / 
HE HANG OUT ? : 


Wa 


PEOPLE WITH 
GLASS JAWS 
SHOULDN’ T, 


" IT/ THIS ONE v 7 
ISN’ T ANYWAY. 
LaF, 
——— 
———— 
——. 


Eee] 


But DESPITE HIS 
HURRIED EXIT, JORUM 
HAS NOT DEPARTED 
FROM THE SCENE / 


YOU'RE GOING TO JAIL 
WHETHER ‘YOU TALK OR: 
NOT— BUT YOU CAN HELP 
YOURSELF BY TURNING 
STATE'S EVIDENCE ./ 


ALL RIGHT, ALL 
RIGHT. THE MOB 
NEVER TREATED 
be ME RIGHT, 
Be ANYHOW! 4 
Z 7, 


THE NEXT INSTANT ae, 


F CARE OF HIM, 
ROBIN,’ VLL 
GO AFTER THAT 


Tee GUNMAN’S FLIGHT INTO THE 
HADOWS IS SWIFT, HOWEVER, AND — 


: WHAT'S THAT ? 
WE WENT OOWN THE : BOSS CROW’S NESTS. 
DRAINPIPE LIKE GREASED > 2 CROW'S NEST- 
LIGHTNING=WORSE LUCK: 
NO USE CHASING 
HIM IN THE 
DARK / 


PRESENTLY, WHEN THE WE LOOK FOR 
POLICE HAVE TAKEN SMUGGLERS |! ABLY INSPIREO ONE 
CHARGE OF RADER IF I REMEMGER MAN, ANYWAY / REG- 
AND THE DEAD MAN... RIGHTLY, A VERY 


HIS GHOST HAS PROB- 


INALD SCOFIELD, THE 
NOTORIOUS ON® FAMOUS WRITER OF 
LIVED THERE INSPIRING Jf ADVENTURE ANDO 

TWENTY YEARS / THE MAN @ MYSTERY STORIES, 

A LONELY POINT AGO, IN A WE'RE LIVES IN THE HOUSE 

OF ROCK TWENTY WHAT DO / STRANGE OLD AFTER! Now / 

MILES UP THE HOUSE WITH 

COAST! VVE 

SEEN IT FROM 

BOATS ON FISHING } THERE ? 

TRIPS / 


A TOWER / 


VVE READ SOME 
OF HiS BOOKS— 


MeanwHit 


JORUM CONFERS 
WITH HIS My: 


RIOUS CHIEF... 


WHY DIDN'T YOU SHOOT 
BATMAN INSTEAD OF BEN? 
HOW 00 YOU KNOW BEN 
DIDN'T TALK, EVEN WITH 


A BULLET IN HIM ¢ —| 


{7 GUESS | WAS TOO 
0 TO 


VLL CUT THAT ROPE 
NEARLY THROUGH, ANO 
THEIR WEIGHT’LL DO THE 

REST/ THEY'LL HAVE A 
HUNDRED-FOOT DROP To 

THE ROCKS BELOW.’ 


WE'LL HAVE 
TO LOOK OUT 
FOR BATMAN. 
HE MUSTN'T EVER) 
REACH THIS 
PLACE! 


Besipe a 
LONELY ROAD 
THAT FOLLOWS 


THE COAST..- HERE'S WHERE 


WE START 
WALKING . 


LOOKS LIKE | 
LONELY, 
DESOLATE 


PEOPLE HAVE EVIDENTLY 
BEEN USING IT. IF IT 


{SUPPORTED THEM, IT 


OUGHT TO HOLD To- 
GETHER FOR US. 


TRAINED MUSCLES HURL 
BATMAN'S AGILE BODY FOR-, 
WARD INA PRODIGIOUS LEAP! 


MADE. 1T— 
0090 WITHOUT AN 


S BATMAN UNWINDS HiS LIGHT | [7 THey'RE NOT so L 

SILKEN ROPE FROM BENEATH HIS. h EASY TO GET RIO OF. 

BET Fri ave TT CANT BE NG BUT I GOT To KEEP, 

YOU ACROSS IN : 
A JIFFY, ROBIN,’ 


++ 


THAT MUST BE 
SCOFIELD’S HOUSE / 
BurvreTs ! Now vm : WE'LL FIND SHELTER 
SURE THE COLLAPSE 


OF THE BRIDGE WAS / a BE OUTOF 


SIGHT IF We GET 
AMONG THOSE 
DWARFED TREES! 


IN THE LIBRARY OF 
ony SaaS f j I HOPE WE’RE NOT WELCOME To CROWS 
FANCIFUL TALES OF BUTTING INTO A NEST.’ AFTER DREAMING 
MASTERPIECE / UP SO MANY IMAGINARY 
MYSTERIES, IT’S A PLEA~ 


[J Let me see... 
ABOVE THE MOAN OF 
THE WIND, ANOTHER. 
SOUND CREPT INTO THE 
ROOM. WHIRLING 


YOU HAVE A GENUINE. 
ONE RIGHT AROUND J 


[I HOw Dip vou cuess 7 VVE SEEN STRANGE MEN —A CRIMINAL OF SOME 


RECENTLY my SAFE PROWLING ABOUT, TOO, SORT IS CALLING, SIR.’ 
WAS LOOTED, ALTHOUGH | | AND— WHY, DIGGES ./ 

IT WAS SECURELY WHAT’S WRONG 2 STICK ‘EM 

LOCKED, AND ONLY A TIS 

FEW MINUTES AGOT MY SAD DUTY. 

FANCIED I HEARD SIR, TO INFORM 


SHOOTING,’ 7 YOu THAT= 


MAKE THE ROPES ANYTHING IN 'T 
TIGHT, TOO, IF YOU SINCE IT WAS ROBBED 


DON'T WANT TO START [COMBINATION | —BUT THE COMBIN- 
PUSHING UP OF THE SAFE, / ATION IS 11 RIGHT, 
=~, Daisies.’ SCOFIELD! 2 


A B-BIT 


WON'T GET LOWER, SIR, 
AWAY WITH IF You 


P-PLEASE! 


you RAT! IF you'RE PLANNING 
TO PUT SCOFIELD IN THERE 
TO SMOTHER 


BATMAN. 
hv ONLY 
CURIOUS 


7 HATS THE 
ae aoe MATTER WITH GET DOWN ON THE 


as 

, Sea THAT CROOK 

I TA MAY HAVE PALS 
OUTSIDE / 


[tHe Next STANT... FOP a ng 
“thy Wrsat p= ll) 
es rN H A TOMMY GUN.” 
IF Al 


oo KEEP OUT OF THE 
WAY OF THE WINDOW, XACTLY! NOW IF N 


ROBIN ! AND SEE IF YOU YOU'LL CLOSE THE 
CAN REMEMGER THE DOOR AS SOON AST 


f ANO Th 
TM GET INSIDE, ANO THEN 


11 RIGHT, 
START GETTING 
SOMEWHERE /! 


MY HEAD! wHaT 
fa HAPPENED #... 1 
REMEMBER... BUT 


WHAT DO YOu 
MEAN, IN THE SAFE? F YOU OUGHT TO 
ARE YOU TRYING KNOW AS MUCH 
TO PLAY SOME AS 1 DOABOUT IT! 
KIND OF JOKE @ )) 


~S 


MAT HAS HAPPENED TO BATMAN 
VERY SIMPLE 
SPRING OR A BUTTON 
SOMEWHERE, IF ONLY 
I CAN FINO IT... 
AH! 


A SECRET 
PASSAGE THROUGH 
THE WALLS AND 
DOWN INTO THE 
EARTH AST Sus- 


TREE,OF aLL N 
AN UNDERGROUND fe THINGS / A HIDING 


poeta alesis : PLACE, LOOKOUT 
LADDER GOING UP @ POST AND SECRET 


THROUGH A 


AT THIS PONT BATMAN KNOWS MOST OF 
THE ANSWERS TO THE MYSTERY OF THE 
SMUGGLED GEMS - BUTHIS TROUBLES ARE BY 
NO MEANS OVER [Fis 1 BATTY, OR IS THAT 
BATMAN 7 THIS TIME I GOT TO BUMP 
HIM OFF - BUT GOOD-OR WE'RE 
FINISHED / 


HERE'S. | 
THE TOMMY hl 
GUN THAT WAS Ri 


USED ON US 
IT WAS FIRED 
THROUGH THE 


KNEW HIS LUCK 
COUILON'T LAST 
FOREVER ! THE 


BOSS — 


Such iS THE FAME OF THE GREAT CRIME-FIGHTER 
THAT, EVEN THOUGH HE LIES SPRAWLED AND 
STILL, THE GUNMAN APPROACHES HIM IN FEAR 


ANO TREMBLING / 


FLICKER OF AN 

EYELIO ANO MY 

HEATER STARTS 
y BLASTING / 


aS WE SAY IN 
FRANCE! 


IN THE MEANTIME, ROBIN 15 ALSO FACING 
? 

NAC IBONE RE A PROBLEM YOU'RE PARDONED, 
JuST BECAUSE ONE J PARDON ME IF MA BECAUSE MENTION- 
OF YouR SLUGS WRONG — BUT SOME- | -\ING MY HIRED MAN 
CREASED My SCALP! THING TELLS ME YOURE HAS JUST 

THE SECRET BOSS EXPLAINED SOME- 
OF THIS GANG.’ THAT THING THAT HAS 
WALLOP YOUR HIRED MAN \ PUZZLED ME FOR 


GAVE YOU was uuST TO |A LONG TIME / 
TURN SUSPICION AWAY THE REAL CRIM~ 
FROM YOU, IN CASE INAL HERE 1S— 


BATMAN ANDO I 


RIGHT, SCOFIELD / ITS 
UNFORTUNATE THAT YOu 
SHOULD HAVE GUESSED SO PAS 

CLEVERLY, AFTER ALL 3 
3 MY PRECAUTIONS.’ 


NO WONDER 
YOU WOULDN'T 
UNTIE BATMAN AND ME+ 


WAS AN IDEAL SPOT, WITH ITS SECRET 
SAGES AND THAT TRICK SAFE / SO }} 


WHEN I HEARD YOU’D 
RENTED iT, 1 GOTAJOB 
AS YOUR SERVANT — 


BETTER PUT YOUR 
PISTOL DOWN AND 


sO NOW You 
Die... EH-2 


NO MORE KILL- 
ING IF YOU PLEASE! 
THIS IS THE LAST 


CHAPTER OF THIS }———}{ 


MYSTERY STORY. JEN p 
=> ee 


\ IN THE TUNNEL 


if HE HADN'T GUESSED BELOW WiLL 


THE TRUTH ¢ 1/0 HAVE 
LET JORUM TAKE THE 
BLAME FOR KILLING YOU, 
ANO TRANSFERRED HIM 
TO MY ORGANIZATION ABROAD J 


A BIT OF CAMOUFLAGE 
TO PASS UP, DION’T YOU, 
OIGGeESs? 


| 


ey wRonc 


iLL sure THE PERIOD! 


BETTER 
THAN YOUR 
PUN-CTUATION, 
I MuSsT 
ADMIT 


Jorum USE THAT 
<Q SECRET EXIT THROUGH 


MAKE IT SEEM I WAS 

ON THERIGHT SIDE, 
IN CASE SCOFIELD 
REGAINED CONSCIOUS- 
NESS UNEXPECTEDLY’, 


YOUR 


BIGGEST MISTAKE 


WAS TURN 


ING CROOKED 


IN THE BEGINNING / 


Be BEEN RACKING 
MY BRAIN FOR A PLOT 
FOR MY NEXT MYSTERY JP 
NOVEL, BATMAN 
AND HERE YOU 
AND ROBIN 
HAVE HANDED 
ME ONE READY- 


THAT CRIME 
DOES NOT PAY, 
VM FOR IT! 


DAY, AND IT’S DEDICATED 
To BATMAN AND 
ROBIN / 


l\ PRESENTATION 
COPIES TO THE 


